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The Punishment for Adultery
There was a couple that had no children. The man would frequently leave home for long periods of time in search of work. Unbeknownst to him, in his absence his wife had a lover who would spend nights with her in their house. Finally a neighbor told the man
that his wife had a lover. The man planned his revenge. He told his wife he was going to the coast to look for work. However, he
instead went to his friend’s house and stayed there. One night he snuck back to his home to discover his wife in bed making love to the
other man. He waited outside the house. In the middle of the night the adulterer awoke and told his lover that he had to urinate. She
told him rather than going outside he should urinate between the spaces in the house’s wall (it was a thatched house with wooden walls
that had spaces between the pieces of wood). The man stuck his penis out through a space in the wall to urinate, and the woman’s
husband grabbed it and cut it off with a knife. The adulterer fell back into the house and bled to death. The woman was not able
to carry him far away to bury him, so she dug a hole and buried him under her bed (the floor of the house was dirt). The husband
then went to the coast to work. He took the dead man’s penis with him. While he was at work he roasted the penis and wrapped it
up in a tortilla. A few days later the man returned home and pretended as if nothing had happened. He brought some bananas and
pineapples for his wife, along with the meat wrapped in the tortilla. After the woman had eaten the meat she became very thirsty and
began drinking a lot of water. The husband then asked her what was under their bed. The man made his wife help him dig up the body,
and the man then went to the local authorities to tell them what he had discovered. The authorities went to the house and saw the
dead man, and arrested the woman for having killed him. However, while she was in jail the woman couldn’t stop drinking water, and
finally her stomach burst open and she died. This is a lesson to all married couples that if they commit adultery they will be punished.
El castigo del adulterio
Había una pareja que no tenía hijos. El hombre en seguida salía de su casa a buscar trabajo. El ignoraba que en su ausencia su esposa
lo tenía a un amante que pasaba las noches con ella en su casa. Por fin un vecino le informó al marido que su mujer tuvo un amante.
Entonces el hombre planeó su venganza. El le dijo a su esposa que iba a ir a la costa a buscar trabajo. Pero en vez de ir a la costa, él
quedó en la casa de su amigo. De noche a escondidas él fue a su casa, y la descubrió a su mujer en la cama haciendo el amor con el
otro hombre. El marido quedó esperando afuera de la casa. En el medio de la noche el amante se despertó y le dijo a la mujer que
tenía que salir a orinar. La mujer le dijo que en vez de salir de la casa, él debía orinar entre los espacios en la pared de la casa (la casa
era un ranchito con techo de paja, y paredes de madera con espacios entre los pedazos de madera). El adúltero metió su pene en un
espacio de la pared para orinar. El marido inmediatamente agarró el pene del hombre y lo cortó con un cuchillo. El adúltero cayó al
suelo y murió. La mujer no pudo sacarlo de la casa para enterrarlo. En lugar de eso lo enterró en la casa debajo de la cama (el piso de
la casa era de tierra). Entonces el marido se fue a la costa a trabajar. Se llevó el pene del difunto. El lo asó y lo envolvió en una tortilla.
Pocos días después volvió a su casa y se portó como si nada hubiera pasado. El llevó una piña, y unos bananos para su esposa, juntos
con la carne envuelta en una tortilla. Después de comer la carne, la mujer tuvo una gran sed, y empezó a beber grandes cantidades de
agua. Luego el marido le preguntó que estaba debajo de la cama. Entonces el hombre obligó a su esposa que le ayudara a desenterrar
el muerto. Después el hombre se fue a decirles a las autoridades locales lo que había descubierto. Las autoridades fueron a la casa y
vieron el muerto. La arrestaron a la mujer por cometer homicidio, y la metieron en la cárcel. Sin embargo mientras que estaba encarcelada la mujer no pudo dejar de beber agua. Por fin se le reventó la panza, y se murió. Este cuento es una lección para las parejas.
Si ellos cometen adulterio, serán castigados.

UNM

LATIN AMERICAN &
IBERIAN INSTITUTE

Project Background
The stories and rituals included in this collection were collected between 1968 and 1973. All of them are narrated
in the K’iche’ Maya language of Guatemala with almost all of the narrators speaking the Nahualá-Santa Catarina
Ixtahuacán dialect of that language.
Collected and recorded by
Dr. James Mondloch
Transcribed by
Miguel Guarchaj Ch’o’x and Diego Guarchaj
Funding and support provided by
The UNM Latin American and Iberian Institute and the US Department of Education Title VI National Resource
Center grant.
Title page image provided courtesy of
Dennis G. Jarvis
Usage rights
Copyright © 2011 The University of New Mexico, Latin American and Iberian Institute. All Rights
Reserved. You may print, reproduce and use the information in, and retrieve files containing
publications or images from, The University of New Mexico’s WWW documents for non-commercial, personal,
or educational purposes only, provided that you (i) do not modify such information, and (ii) include any copyright
notice originally included with such information and this notice in all such copies.
Alternative formats
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the information contained herein is available in alternative
formats upon request.
Additional information about this project is available online
http://laii.unm.edu/kiche
Correspondence should be directed to
The University of New Mexico
Latin American & Iberian Institute
801 Yale Boulevard NE / MSC02 1690
1 University of New Mexico
Albuquerque, New Mexico
87131-0001
Phone: (505) 277-2961
Fax: (505) 277-5989
E-mail: laii@unm.edu
Web: http://laii.unm.edu

